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Next come a couple’ of lff ,r ones, _then The Lomgnwn, which the increasingly J.ncredlble o
_Zg:; Stephen King described as “raybe the best ho: horror tale to be wrltten in English in the =
- last thlrty years". Didn't see it myself, but it ain't bad. Call First is a quickie - =
whlch exists mainly for its punc chline, though it does show that Campbell is becoming unable *
1o help writing well , even when he's wn'tlng Ahrowaways. In The Bag I didn't like, but:

' 1.1; won: the ‘British Fantasy Award 1978 however,- the game year -~ the World Fantasy Award was
" won by the next story, The Chimney, which is infinitely more moving and effective, perhaps
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beca.use it dis 1-‘»«':11'1:13r autobiographical, perhaps because the child protagonist is easy to
sympathlse aithe e ao S b laiieir i Sl o BN ha e BeRTeliRE B s B L ed B S Ve
Hone of the next f.we stones really stood oui for me, though Ma.cklntosh 1112 *won i

bell another World Fantasy Award. The only other stories I've read so far are Hearing
Is Believii i ‘which would have been pretty good even if it haan't included a perfect

aemonstrati.on of the Bllngstx:»t effect and Seeing T 'Ihe World and Apples th.ch Ca.mpbell b A
rea.d -at the conventlon ywhich are OK but nothing speciale v L iiamas Biied I8 auumms P |
. But look, this man can write, he can create plausible and sympathetic characters, he vl
underatands structure and at his best he can give you a genuine chill (something I faind - 2o
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. even the glorious Clive Barker has trouble with)--what more could one ask for?

+  Strongly recommended. v | | | |
Ivan Towlson
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unnumbered edition in 1978 which bankruptaa the magazine (rumours abound that uncountablewmfg I g
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Rob Holdstock (plus the rledgling lave’ ra.ngford) had stories published’ (intorgatina- fact‘“—“ o %

3=,

no. 13 Dave Kangford had a story in the Mictnelmas 71 Sfinx S-<hig first term in Oxford-- “‘"*f"""i%
and thén nothing until Sfinx 9, Spring 1974. 0dd.).

i

thought it a Good ldea at some time), so the:Best Of Sfinx ((working title: Scraping The . | ‘**

Barrel 1969-1984 =~ed)) should be coming in time for. the: 1988 Eastercon, to be hald next
year (shock) in Liverpool (join now-~before rates go up again (moan, whilpor)) SO
However, far more important than such ephemera is Sfinx 5, part of long tem plan Y
conceived by a group of fanatical fen to recreate the Golden Age of Sfinx and hence of -
all speculative fiction.  ((What, you mean November M19817 =ed)) Sfinx 4, anappily laaer
printed, was by far the best produced Sfinx since the almost legendary Sfinx Y, when one -
thousand copies were sold by }nwkmg them around ‘college rooms--true dadica.tion—and may .
have been the best written too!

-

However Sfinx § will be even better... provided 'we can

find the writers and artists (repeat after mes 'l will write a story tonightes. I will-..)

Bagsically we want anything va.guely speculative fmtionall:,r ((8ic «~ed)), up to'about 5000
words, preferably shorter,

really believed in the freedom of the press anyway. --«-ad)) If there is sufficient inter&at
we can have a Sfinx writers wrka}np next term--so get wnting, or ue'll a&nd Heal round
to 3ing you a medla;r fmm 'I:he Mttlefield Earth sound track. = = 28
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The Urth Of The New Sun) are still trapped between hard covers. Nevertheless, I deaporately

uant “to read theu; 80 when the third KBC selection came out in papartnck, = leapt upon

» hoping it would provide an adaquate ‘stopgap. I wasn't ‘encouraged by the blurbs '
"Cullan James dreamed of the perfect man--and she got him. Hetter still, she got pregnémt...
(sound familiar--apart from being straight out of Maria‘'s worst nightmares?).

The book kicks off with the axe-murderer downstairs from Cullen being dragged off,
whereupon we are trealed to a review of her life so far. About four pages into this, it
dawned on me that I had read this style of dialogua before, albeit in somewhat more acut.o
form, in the works of the mighty Robert A Hardloin.
became increasingly clear that the main. characters were all Heinlein cut-outs with
rudimentary personalities grafted onto ‘them...
carrying on.
King (or somebody--copy not availab.lo to check) for capturing the authentic amblience. of
dreams... Now I don't remember many of my dreams, but they sure as ‘hell are not 80 =
phenomenally, mindbogglingly mundane as Mrs James'=-or, presumably, Mr King's--are (mny
of you will know of my dream=vision ¢ of the true nature of cyberpunk) Come on, avan
Lovecraft's dreamlands are better than this, and they‘'re still far from adequate.

This book has some nice bits and a reasonably effective climax, but it's baamany =
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‘We erpect to’ be- ‘putting in an orﬂer
arodnd tlw and of term.. . How theru ‘has been much talk of & new design (Yy Ptul)n 80 “
thq#e are any artists out there interested in submitting random doodles of penguins, .-
shaep or bug-e red monsters, now is the time to do it--if u& don‘t hur wthing mﬂr R
ua ‘11 have to 'antinua with the axiating duign. e RS e R |
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Roclci t.brmr is caming to:tdinz
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lo. not t.ha noring old film. t.his time it' thﬁ boring
tage. play instead, at the Apollo in George St from Monaay 16 Nov to Saturday &l Nov.
OUS)G am going on. t-hﬁ l"r.l.da,y (blltnil bUt-jrl butiii thﬂy XIe BM’A‘lng Bm:ll
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Once upon a time 1:1 Lmarica there uua a comc called Captain Harvel t.he ham or wh.mh
could say a magic word and turn into.a superman in a blue leotard.
stopped its distributi‘m in Britain: (or indeed anywhem-the c:reatora were sued becauaa

Captain Marvel was far too much like Superman) a man named Mick Anglo ((!)) started m ‘““i
English version called. Hamlman, ‘which ewntually diaappaared around the early '60s
Our story now jumps to 1982, the year when warrior (a British%omics magazine publiahing o
monthly black and wvhite strips) first came out. Por most of its lifetim,#wmmr carned

a continuation of Marvelman, written by Alan Moore and drawn by a number of artists H

including Garry Leach and Alan Davis.  This began from the premise that the l‘hmlmn
of the Mick Anglo comic were created by a branch of air force intelligence known as tha
‘Spookshow® as & cold war weapon, and that their (very 31113) ‘gixties adventures could ba
read as the record of a series of artxficially induced dreams designed to keep their '
immanaely powerful minds under control and sleeping.
however, were their constant references to the Marvelmen's potential as supermen.
The first strip (when reprinted in Miracleman 1) begins with a quote from Nietzsche's - o
gtns Spoke Zarathustras "Balwld... I teach ;rou the Supemn' ; He ia thia lightning.u e
he is this madnessi®™ = e
The Marvelmen are ‘artificially uvalvad' ((son-:,r -—ad/typiat)), gifted uith usorted
psi powers (embarrassing perhaps, but probably a necessary rationalisation) and mentally
very different to men--even. t-o thair own, altematc bodiea. who are l'nm sagims. h'om
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Out of the dark, he ia coming. | A hu.ming man or pouar and parractf%* ?
.That, ultimately, is why they muslt 11 him Tl'at ultimateiy.
13 why t.hey can'teee R
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Eventually Marvel, the American comics company, threatened to sue Warrior (apparently 5 ’f’% _fx;.?,_._,_hw... rsamea W 5’"’

on the grounds that any strip with Mervel in the title should pay them royaltiu) and ¢ - “‘t“
Marvelman stopped appearing, shortly before warrior did.’' Several years later an mricagn;
independent company called Eclipse Comics began republishing all the exiutina stripa Ain "-;,a
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tolour, and followed them with new ones by Alan Moore and a wild variety of artista,’"‘;; g zwa,”
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retitling the thing Miracleman to avoid problems with Marvel.
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. Frank Zappa a,nd the Hotl'nra af Invmt:l.on (by ap-acial requut af lul)
'_ck'a munbert., om wirﬂo, han Juat hai nin 32-a.1bur.| back cntlloen hwsht “P

: :ln bat.cherah thru or four owr tho next: thraé yurt" - The first lot.
hich arrivod ;u tho nhopl a couple of weeks ho.ok, conaiat: of the chuic Freak OQut (t
i“;r;.f doubla alﬁun q one: CD.mwith’m mnixu), couphuly rem.txod wrnionl of Bot ot Bats

_‘_ the Jets, and’ a double CD, of Uncle Meat including 45 minutes of & By ntannl
taken Trom the forthcoming ™movie of the same name which we hiven't got' enough -nm: to
; iy fin.i.ah yet.“ B Zappa described it when the original LP was released in 1969, = - e
The new edition, apart fm carrying two full hours of music and speech, mntum la.t
';f ;a lut) 8 deacritim of t.hn plot. (Thia burs no nlation to oither the soundtrack or thh

Thil nakes seass.) A.n

t

f_h_wat.ir:al potions in a Va.n Nuys m, Uncle Meat ancl hiz Hsxican alau linho prepare to
_rule: the’ universe with an army of mutant, monsters... A rock'n'roll combo is kidmapped frm
03 disguiaod as gmupieh, Uncle. Haat and Bimbo lure th- to the m on
upa.nd their consciocusness. Thay phm the
. 'i{{_fvictius o:i lit o necha.nica' ‘carts and cover the bodies with psychedelic postars. The '. e
'*_ serus is admin atcred hy giving each a blast from a nasal’ uiat BQUEEZBTeee -anﬂ uhnn th.:le |
y switch; ths noses under the posters slowly become erectees -

mﬁ £ Phe nua:lnm It's weird. ‘Bizarre aounda.*bimr- lyrica”*hium ‘spoken- mtnh-s.{, 'rho

*}ji“‘ Rulling Stone record guide hn*stnis to say:’ “Here, Zappa the moralist-satirist hnpouril.v
'f',_f%““ﬂimppﬂarﬂi re lar.:ed by an. :lncamtinn as mtaprwaicia.nw The vocal fnmtt. spoken Im‘“
..and even the songs consist dargaly of autobiographical allusiona. poct:i.c tuts. li.nauintic
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're 0:1_3_ In It Yor The Money with its remarks on ahnnging
s importa.nt. though and more pmuimnt is the absurdist, stream of
"?;*”**# couscioqanesa ide of Zappa's vritlng. It seems p':rimarily concerned with the nkj.ng of
i :a monster movig ("W&'m breading a whole new gemmtian‘* ‘of monster lavm....'), but a.lm
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issue 10) but with issue 11 and the start of Book Three, the comic acquired a new’ (and 3 : @' -- ’if’}'"" features haaby gers, ltalian translation lessons, clothed showers and toilet brushes, "“‘

good) artist, John Totleben, and a new direction.

‘Book .Three is being written as a'

rﬂ""! ﬂ“‘?‘.ﬂm

mythology of sorts, with the surviving Marvelmen playing the mleu of gods in an altarnate Sno

1987 looking back to the early 1980s and the continuation of the previous plot.
11 and 12 are dominated by Greek and, to some extent, Christian religious imagery, ma.king
for an interesting new perspective on the Marvelmen aas Supermen. Issue 12 (released: laut
month w available at Rainbow's End on the Cowley Road. (m PLUG:)) also has Moore's .
views on H. sapiens' sexual response to. auperhumns, which I found fascimting despite
the incraaaing use of his recent prose style, which has 80 many metaphors per paragmph
that ot becomes very difficult to work out vhat the hell he's t-alking about. (( it :
dmm te —.d)) o
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Buy them Hhila ynu can-—!'bora will prubably at.op writing them after Mimcleman 15, e ‘5'5 '

and in any case some new independent could set itself up as Miracle comics any tim naw';

forcing the deltmctiun of all back iasuea a.nd a pame clnnga to Hackarelm.n... D
it W R SO < i Hoal Tringham

TThe I 990 Worldcon m Holland" Sowzds great’

The 48th World Sclence hctmn Conventian will be
held at the Netherlands Congress Centre from August s
25rd-27t.h 1990, . Guests of Honour Joe. H.a.ldemn, Ci 3
Wolfgang Jeachke. Harry Harrison, Andrew Porter,
Membership rates to lst December 198 at.t.endmg
£28, and supporting £16. Expensive, yea, but mt.
as axpenane B it will be next year... -

worldcon 1‘5?901r PD Box 95370, 2509 CJ The Hague. Hullami
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1 Thir. alao 1% very funny. . Also ﬂr.v strangé S LS L mﬁ o sy

‘.]'n looking forward to the movie (dua out on Z&prﬂ'a vj.dao 1abol ha]. Soon llow)
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